The Eastern Question

Serbo-Bulgarian War of 1885 had interfered. In 1891
Trikoupis, who was then Prime Minister of Greece, had
made efforts to revive the idea, but the Bulgarian statesman
Stamboulow rejected his advances. The real stumbling
block was the conflict of interests of the Balkan States in
Macedonia. However, the "Young Turk" revolution of
1908 and the subsequent actions of the Committee of Union
and Progress had so worsened matters in that part of the
world that the renascent Balkan States "which were interested
in the fate of their co-nationals within the Turkish borders
began to consider what could be done in the matter. Later
the Tripoli campaign and Albanian insurrections contributed
to its achievement.

Between 1910 and 1912 the relations of these States with
one another improved. In 1910 the Bulgarian Tsar Ferdinand
visited Cettinje to attend the celebration of King Peter of
Servia's jubilee. At Easter 1911 a number of Bulgarian
students were cordially welcomed at Athens. In April that
year the Greek statesman Monsieur Venizelos made a proposal
to Bulgaria for a definite alliance through Mr. BoucHer, The
Times correspondent in the Balkans. In October Monsieur
GueschofF, the Bulgarian Prime Minister, had an interview
with the Servian Prime Minister, Monsieur Milanovic. In
February 1912 the Heirs-Apparent of the Balkan States met
at Sofia to celebrate the coming of age of Prince Boris, the
Bulgarian Heir-to-the-Throne, and on March I3th Servia and
Bulgaria concluded a secret Treaty for mutual defence and
it was agreed to notify Russia. The Czar was appointed
arbitrator to settle differences of opinion which might arise.
By this Treaty both States provisionally defined their respec-
tive claims in Macedonia. Servia was to have Old Servia
and the Sandjak of Novi Bazar. Bulgaria claimed the
territory east of the RJhodope Mountains and the river
Struma and also the region round Lake Ochrida, in
which case Servia was to have an addition in Northern
Macedonia.

The fact of the signature of this Treaty (which was later
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